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factors, local centres of the textile industry were created in certain
districts and each centre produced fabrics with distinctive features
Local centres made developments peculiar to them If we observe
the changes and advance from the point of view of management,
it may be said that in the textile industry of Japan the household
stage was replaced by the factory stage with modern facilities and
small scale and individual manufacture was displaced by large scale
manufacture by corporations And in variety of goods there was also
a phenomenal change With progress in technique, coarse cloth of
simple patterns was replaced by fancy cloth of exquisite patterns
The technical and managerial progress of the Japanese textile in
dustry is said to be prominent and the indu try is still advancing
rapidly, a managed textile industry being talked of lately
Why Japanese Goods Are Cheap
(i) First comes the labour factor There is a long standing
tradition in Japan to the effect that from olden times up until to day
for some reason or other men have regarded the toil of spinning
and weaving as the toil of women exclusively and, therefore, men
have not been willing to engage in the craft So except in some
work that needs highly technical skill, men do not engage in weaving
In almost all cases female operatives are employed Usually female
labour is cheaper than male labour And, moreover, Japanese female
operatives are recruited from among the daughters of farmers and
farm labourers, and these girls are employed in factories for a short
period before their marriage These female operatives leave the
factories as soon as they are married As their period of toil at fac
lories is short, naturally the wages are low But most of the married
operatives do not abandon the weaving craft They do spinning and
weivmg at home in their spare hours, taking advantage of the skill
acquired in the factories As these married women work in their
spare time, they earn Thus the fact that labour, which is counted a